An Apprentice Challenge for King’s High

Young entrepreneurs at King's High recently faced a grilling from the Apprentice judge Margaret Mountford in a national business competition. Girls at the school joined three other teams for a live final in London in front of a 450-strong audience to compete for prizes totaling £6000.

Year 12 student Aleisha Gill writes,

	
Team Phoenix with judges Margaret Mountford, Tim Campbell and Saira Khan.


" The challenge set was to devise and bring to market a game that would make teaching personal finance in the classroom both fun and educational. We soon realised this would require a lot of hard-work, co-operation and team spirit. Fortunately, as a team of 12 girls, we enjoyed working together and managed to successfully complete this challenge.

When we found out we had reached the “Moneysense Apprentice Challenge Final”, we were thrilled that all of our hard work had paid off! Moreover, we were even more excited when we found out the final would be held in the InterContinental hotel with various guest appearances, comprising of Hayley Westenra, Caprice, and most importantly the judges of the competition: Saira Khan, Tim Campbell and Margaret Mountford.

The beginning of the day comprised of an exhibition entitled, “Breaking the Mould – Women in Leadership”. We listened to and met many inspiring women, all informing us about the amazing opportunities that we never even dreamed could be achievable. Next, was the nail-biting final! Never did we imagine we would be standing in front of Margaret Mountford, being questioned in her very own board room – a very gruelling yet strangely enjoyable experience!

The results were soon announced, and although we did not win, we were runners up in this national competition and won £1000 for the school! We were all incredibly proud of what we had achieved and had a most enjoyable day. We feel this experience has taught us that it is possible to achieve great things with a bit of hard work and spirit and we hope that younger students will also seize these opportunities when they come their way! "

