Business Studies 

The department has had another busy and successful year and once again most of our Year 13 students are planning to carry on with a business related course at university.  Our examination results this summer were of a very high standard and we were delighted that 5 of our Year 13 students achieved the elusive A* grade and one of our AS students achieved full UMS marks for both of her AS modules.  Due to the popularity of the subject our previously rather cramped teaching room is being extended during the summer holidays and we are looking forward to utilising the extra space.
Mrs Browning and I have continued to attend subject related training and as a direct result have been able to develop our teaching resources further.  Many of our PowerPoint presentations and video clips are now readily available on Studywiz and can be used by the girls to revise what they have been taught in lessons. During the next academic year we hope to increase the number of relevant business books in the library as well as developing a collection of DVDs that the students will be able to borrow.
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A business training day in collaboration with Myton and Warwick Schools appears to has become a permanent fixture on our departmental calendar.  This year Myton School acted as host for a day of intensive revision and examination preparation for both Years 12 and 13.  The conference held at the end of February was led by two senior AQA Business Studies examiners, Helen Coupland-Smith and Carlo Mencattelli, who had many helpful ideas for making revision more enjoyable and productive, as well as excellent tips for meeting the challenges of the business studies modules.

We are extremely grateful to Millward Brown who, for the first time, helped us to run an engaging Business Day for Year 11 students as they returned to school after their GCSE examinations.  Ten groups of girls worked under the guidance of a facilitator either from Millward Brown or the local business community.  The students were set challenges of a marketing nature by the Millward Brown team and at the end of the day each group had to present their ideas of how marketing for a milk brand could be improved.  All the girls coped extremely well with some very stretching activities and felt justifiably proud of their achievements when they were told that many of the activities were based on those used by the company as part of their selection process for university graduates.  There was plenty of positive feedback from the girls who found the day “inspirational”.

In the last week of term our new AS students were given a taster lesson on “setting up and running a small business”.  They were then given the task of researching a business idea suitable for a 17 year old to develop into a profitable enterprise.  We are looking forward to reading their reports and finding out if any of them have come up with a unique business proposition which could turn them into a future Martha Lane-Fox or even a Deborah Meaden!

Teacher in Charge - Mrs E Thornton
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