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GCSE Option Choices for September 2011

I hope this booklet will give you all the necessary information about the courses you may follow in Years 10 and 11.  Details are given of both the compulsory GCSE programme and the range of subjects from which you can choose your options.

I suggest you keep this booklet as a reference document which you will find useful during your two years in Key Stage 4.

Why do you need to choose “Option Subjects”?
I know that many of you would very happily continue with all of your subjects to GCSE level.  I also know that there are some for whom the thought of having to continue with certain subjects might fill you with dread.  In order to focus your learning on certain subjects, without exhausting you by asking you to study too many subjects, you are asked to choose those subjects that you would like to continue to study in Key Stage 4.

Why is now the best time to choose?

GCSE courses look at your subjects in more depth than you have been used to at Key Stage 3.  Therefore they require, in most cases, an increase in the amount of time spent on them.  To allow for 2 years of thorough study it is sensible to make the choices now.  It may still seem quite early to be thinking about what subjects you would like to study next September, but a lot of planning needs to take place so that we can be sure we have all the right resources ready for you for next year.

Can I change my mind about my option choices later?

Yes you can change your mind later; however there is a big BUT!  In January you have a free choice of subjects.  Miss Court then takes those free choices and builds the option blocks around them to decide which subjects will be taught at the same time.  If subsequently you decide to change your mind about your subjects then you may find that either the combination of subjects you wish to study is not possible, or that one or more of your subject choices is already full.    This would leave you disappointed so it is in your interest to think very carefully and consult as many people as possible when you fill in the Option Form to ensure you are as confident as you can be that those are your preferred choices.
Can I take any subject?

Some subjects are compulsory (see below).  After that you may choose a further four GCSE subjects from the list given.  We ask that you think carefully about the balance of your choices and the amount of work that is involved in each subject.  We also ask that you take at least one modern foreign language because of the benefits this provides in applying to university and in later life.   However we would also dissuade you from choosing all three modern foreign languages.  A good mix of subjects would include a language, a humanity, a creative subject and one other choice.  
Some subjects have a significant amount of independent work required; for example art, DT and drama.   You may be advised not to take two of these subjects because of the workload involved; however if you are determined and organised it is possible to take two of these.

It is not possible to study both DT and food technology as they are both branches of the same subject and so not allowed by the examination boards. 

Which subjects are compulsory?

All students study mathematics. English language, English literature and the three sciences.  When you reach Year 11 you will be examined for the double award science iGCSE award.  In addition all students have PE lessons and General RS.
How many subjects do I need to choose?

You need to choose 4 optional subjects in addition to your core of 5 subjects.  This will give you a total of 9 GCSEs at the end of Year 11.  During Key Stage 4 a small number of girls may request, after consultation with their subject staff, parents and Head of Key Stage to drop a subject to ensure that they get the highest quality grades.  Timetable constraints in terms of time mean that girls are not able to study additional GCSEs within the curriculum.  At present we do not offer any additional GCSEs after school.
How should I choose and what is a good balance of subjects?

You should take as much advice as possible from your teachers, your form tutor, careers staff and your parents.  Talk to Dr Cheetham, Head of Key Stage 3; Mrs Hewitt, Head of Key Stage 4; Miss Dormer, Head of Careers or Mr Bethel Deputy Head (Academic).  There is also a Parents’ Evening shortly before you need to submit your Option Form to which you are invited to attend with your parents.
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How can I get careers advice?

You will receive careers guidance through your PSHE time in Year 9.  In addition you may ask to see Miss Dormer, Head of Careers, to discuss any career options you may be considering to see which subjects would be best for your future plans.  If you don’t currently have any career aspirations then don’t worry.  Keeping a broad curriculum at this stage will give you plenty of opportunities in the future.
Will I definitely get the subjects I ask for?

In an ideal world we would all get what we ask for!  At King’s we attempt to provide as many girls as possible with their preferred choice of subjects.  Occasionally a particular combination of subjects may not be possible, in which case Mr Bethel will discuss with you, and with your parents if appropriate, what a good alternative might be for you.  It would be important at that stage to have good reasons as to why you chose those subjects initially and an idea of what alternatives you might like to study.  Do rest assured that we will have done everything we can to provide your first choices.

Careers Advice

If you already have an idea of what you may wish to study beyond Year 11 then in this booklet is a table that indicates which GCSE subjects are required or desirable for each A level subject that may be offered in the Sixth Form. You will also receive careers guidance through your PSHE time in Year 9.  In addition you may ask to see Miss Dormer, Head of Careers, to discuss any career options you may be considering to see which subjects would be best for your future plans.

Assessment

Your GCSE subjects will be examined through a mixture of written examinations and controlled assessments during the course.  The different percentages that your controlled assessments are worth are outlined in the pages that give information on individual subjects.  Controlled assessments vary in the degree of control that is specified; some for example require all work to be carried out under examination conditions in class.  If all the information that you need is not on the following pages then do ask your subject teachers for further information so that you are able to make an informed decision.
The controlled assessments are an integral part of your course and contribute towards your final grade.  Many of them take a significant amount of time and resources.  It is therefore essential that you attend on the days that these assessments are due to take place if at all possible.  In some instances it may not easily be possible to offer an alternative time for these.  The dates are published well in advance by departments.

If you have any queries regarding these once your course is underway then do talk to your subject teacher, or your parents may contact Mrs Hewitt, Head of Key Stage 4.

Option choices in the future
In the autumn term of Year 11 you will be asked to focus your learning further in preparation for studying A levels.  The table later in the booklet lists the subjects that are currently available at A level in school.  It should be noted that not every subject may run depending on whether or not students request a specific subject.
Examinations

Just as the percentage of your final mark that depends on controlled assessment varies from subject to subject, so does the percentage that a final examination contributes.  Look carefully at the information on the subject specific pages that follow and ask your subject teachers if the information that you require is not there.  Over the years our public examination results have been excellent as the charts on the final pages show.  Our Year 2010 GCSE results were:

42.8% of the entries were at A*

81.5% of the entries resulted in grades A* or A  

94.2% of grades were A*, A or B.

48.4%    of the girls obtained all A* or A grades.

Our pupils leave with GCSE and A level grades that are significantly above the national average and which give them a ‘passport’ to future education and career choices.  It is extremely rare that one of our Sixth Form leavers does not choose to go on to higher education and you can see from our list of last year's leavers the range of courses and institutions chosen.

How do I fill in the Option Form?
The Option Form has an outline of a possible arrangement for the Option Blocks.  This is not a guaranteed structure, and combinations shown in that diagram may not be possible once we have all girls’ requests.

Below is our suggested option block structure.  You will be asked to pick one subject from each of the 4 blocks and one of them should be a modern foreign language.   Details of what will be studied in each subject area are given later in this book.  The final blocking structure will only be settled once we know the year group’s choices.  You are also free to indicate on the form a combination of subjects that is not possible in the suggested diagram below.  It is very useful if you write 1-4 in order of preference against your choices on the form.
	A
	B
	C
	D

	German
	Drama
	French
	Drama

	French
	Art
	Art
	DT

	Spanish
	Geography
	Geography
	Food Technology

	
	ICT
	History
	Geography

	
	Music
	Latin
	History

	
	History
	Religious Studies
	ICT

	
	
	
	


Subjects may not normally run at GCSE unless there is a minimum of 10 girls wishing to take it.

If it is not entirely clear what your wishes are from the form, Mr Bethel will contact you and if appropriate your parents, to clarify what your first choice of subjects is.
What do I do if I need help?

I hope that this booklet and the time that your subject and form staff spend with you in discussing your options will enable you to make informed, intelligent choices.  If you need further help then please make sure that you ask your subject or form teachers, Dr Cheetham, Head of Key Stage 3, Mr Bethel, Deputy Head (Academic) or Miss Dormer, Head of Careers.  Your parents may also have questions in which case they should contact Dr Cheetham, or discuss their questions with your subject teachers at Parents’ Evening.

Timescale:

The following is a list of key events that will be happening over the next few weeks to enable you to make your Option choices.
	Autumn Term

	
	

	Friday
10th December
	Letter to Year 9 parents outlining programme

	
	

	Thursday 16th December
	Year 9 reports home

	
	

	Spring Term

	
	

	Wednesday 5th January 
 
	Miss Dormer & the Deputy Heads see Year 9 about GCSE choices. Girls given option booklet & choices form

	
	

	Week of 17th January
	Subject staff talk to girls about courses on offer

	
	

	Tuesday 25th January
	Year 9 Parents’ Evening

	
	

	Tuesday 1st February
	Year 9 to return GCSE Option Forms to their Form Tutor

	
	

	HALF TERM
	

	
	

	End of term
	Final blockings published


A Level Choices - What GCSEs Will You Need?

Entry into the Sixth Form from Year 11 at King’s is dependent upon girls achieving a minimum of 5 grade Bs at GCSE.  In addition we strongly recommend at least a grade A in those subjects that a girl wishes to study at AS level.

	A Level subject
	GCSE(s) required in addition to criteria above
	GCSEs(s) preferred

	Art
	
	DT or Art

	Art history
	
	English, history

	DT
	
	DT or Art

	Biology
	Grade A at GCSE science and additional science
	

	Business studies
	Grade B maths for AS

Normally grade A maths for A2
	Helps if do geography as skills similar

	Chemistry
	Grade A at GCSE science and additional science
	At least B grade in maths GCSE

	Economics
	GCSE maths grade B
	

	English language /
English literature
	
	

	Further mathematics
	A* mathematics at GCSE
	

	Geography
	
	

	History
	
	History at GCSE (helpful but not essential).

	ICT
	
	ICT at GCSE (helpful but not essential).

	Latin
	
	

	Mathematics
	
	

	Music
	Grade 5 practical 
	

	Modern languages
	Grade A at GCSE in any language taken for A level
	

	Politics
	
	RS and / or history may be helpful

	Psychology
	
	

	Physical education
	
	Grade A in additional science preferred

	Physics
	Grade A at GCSE science and additional science
	A Grade in maths GCSE

	Religious studies:
Philosophy of religion/ethics
	
	RS at GCSE (helpful but not essential)

	Theatre studies
	
	Drama (helpful but not essential)


Our core curriculum of English, science, mathematics and a modern foreign language means that for most careers and Higher Education all girls have the essential GCSEs.  The above information is a rough guide only.  Please see the staff concerned for more details.

	A Level Examination Results
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	N.B A* at A2 level only available 
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	N.B.   A* at A2 level only available from August 2010




	GCSE Examination Results
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You must think carefully about which subjects you enjoy and in which subjects you are most likely to succeed.
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