History of Art Trip to Paris
	[image: image1.jpg]





The art history group headed off for an action packed weekend in Paris at the beginning of half term. This was a golden opportunity to look at many of the paintings, sculptures and architectural works studied on the course at first hand. The cold, wet weather didn’t dampen spirits - the Eiffel Tower looking even more imposing in the foggy conditions! 

The itinerary reflected the focus of the course which is 20th century art and architecture. Excursions included:

· The Musée Rodin to see a temporary exhibition of Henry Moore’s sculptures alongside those of Rodin himself; 

· The Musée Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris to see early 20th century masterpieces by Matisse, Picasso and their contemporaries; 

· The Louvre’s Pyramid entrance structure and the new architecture of the business district at La Defense to study contemporary materials and design; 

· A visit to the Pompidou centre’s modern art collections, temporary De Stijl exhibition and an exploration of the structure of the building itself.

· A tour of the Opera Garnier to see the painted ceiling by Chagall in this opulent late 19th century building.
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Flavia, Emma, Olivia and Alexandra in front of the Louvre Pyramid


In addition to this the girls enjoyed free time to sample the atmosphere of Paris at famous places such as Montmartre, or the bohemian bookshop “Shakespeare and Co” near Notre Dame. Two of the girls are also studying French A Level so it was a wonderful opportunity for them to practice ahead of their aural examinations.

All have said that they would love to return to this vibrant city in the future - we really did only have time for the tip of the iceberg.

