India Adventure

Eighteen sixth formers recently returned from an unforgettable trip to India, led by Mrs Hewitt. Year 12 student, Emma Watts, commented:

“On leaving the familiarity of home, we hoped this trip would be a special, unique experience and India 09 certainly didn’t disappoint! The sights within India’s golden triangle from Delhi to Agra to Jaipur were endless from the magnificence of the incomparable Taj Mahal to the numerous forts and palaces with each as spectacular as the first. Visiting them within our first week, we were able to discover the region from the comfort of our air conditioned bus and 5* accommodation with a dip in the pool to escape the heat and humidity at the end of the day. Shopping in Jaipur was a myriad of textures, colours and movement from brightly decorated saris to snake charmers and over enthusiastic street traders keen to barter! 

	


Moving on to Dundlod and its rural school for our second week, we taught underprivileged children from 6 to 16, focusing on Maths, Science, Social Sciences and English for the older pupils. With the younger children we enjoyed sharing our creative skills by making everything from mini beasts to windmills and even slime! Seeing their smiling faces smeared with glitter was magical. At night, we returned to roam our fairytale, fortress hotel to watch films, local dancers or just the stars from the roof top. 

Our trip hosted a series of new experiences from elephant rides and rickshaws to camel rides through local streets greeted by an overwhelming crowd of supporters. Nothing could have prepared us for the warmth and generosity of the people from the garlands on arrival, to the concert and parade to mark our farewell. Proudly we can report we King’s girls also left our mark on India, not just thanks to the charitable support of so many or the mural we painted on the school walls or even our goodbye concert. It wasn’t even the numerous requests to take our photos, the proposals of marriage or by achieving celebrity status making front page of their newspaper. It was in the many new friends we made and the chance to share some of the benefits of our education and hopefully make a difference to their future. Our visit to India was an experience of a lifetime that will no doubt also help shape our own futures. Our special thanks to all those who helped make this trip so spectacular.” 
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