	Legion XIV Day 
	
  


On 15 June 2010 Year 8 pupils from King’s High together with Year 6 pupils from Warwick Preparatory School were treated to a most enlivening experience with a thrilling display of Roman military procedures and a captivating insight into many aspects of Roman life.

The visit by Legion XIV, a highly regarded and long established re-enactment society, to Warwick Prep allowed pupils to extend their knowledge of the Roman world with true to life displays. A most convincing ancient Roman school teacher put his newly adopted pupils through their paces in subjects ranging from mathematics using an abacus board to music with replica ancient pan pipes. 
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Topics of Roman marriage, slavery and hairdressing were covered before it was time to prepare for battle as the Celts protected their country against the Roman Commander, Julius Caesar in 55BC and later by the Emperor Claudius in AD43. As the Celts armoured themselves up they looked ferocious and menacing. 

The afternoon session was equally as exciting and informative with the arrival of two Roman legionary soldiers whose military skill could not help but impress the captivated audience. 
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Pupils were put through their paces as they were drilled and had to respond to commands in Latin. Any slight error meant expulsion from the army with the result that only one particularly skilled recruit remained. The day culminated with a most impressive display of skilful weaponry with the hasta (spear) and the sagittae (arrows). The pupils were amazed at the height a sagitta could reach and the force that such a weapon would have had on impact. The display also included a demonstration of the formation of the Roman testudo or tortoise.
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Overall the event provided a most amazing insight into many aspects of ancient Roman life and certainly enhanced the Classical studies of all the students who thoroughly enjoyed such an interactive and highly entertaining day.

