	Stranded in Sweden 
	
  


The unprecedented closure of airports due to volcanic ash resulted in a staggering 41 hour journey home from Sweden by coach and ferry for pupils on a joint school trip from King’s High School and Warwick School.
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Lesson in Sweden


Prior to the announcement, the pupils had made the most of their time in Sweden. Staying with host families, staff and pupils enjoyed their hospitality and were able to appreciate first-hand the cultural differences with their counterparts. The school they attended was in Uppsala – one of the oldest university towns in Europe. Perhaps the most noticeable difference was the more informal approach to education – teachers were addressed by their first names and the general teaching style was more relaxed. 
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As well as attending school, several excursions were organised. The pupils visited the Stockholm Vasa Museum containing the preserved Vasa ship (which sunk in 1628 and was finally raised to the surface in 1961); a tour of the Swedish Parliament which included a rare visit to the Old Chamber and a trip to a Viking Burial ground.
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Alternative transport arrives


The end of the successful exchange culminated in a traditional Swedish Buffet which is when it became apparent that an alternative route home needed to be planned. The host families kindly extended their offer of hospitality until further transport could be arranged. Travelling through Sweden, Denmark, Germany and Holland via coach and ferry, they finally arrived back at school to a round of applause from parents and friends at 12.45am on the Wednesday morning. 
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Catching up on sleep!
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View from the ferry


