The Opening of the Creative Arts Centre

Internationally acclaimed soprano Catherine Bott, a pupil at King's High between 1964 and 1971, opened the St Nicholas Creative Arts Centre on 9th December. She formally realised a dream conceived when all things artistic and creative became an integral part of the KHS curriculum. 
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The girls of King's welcome Miss Bott


Miss Bott inspired and amused the 150 strong audience of patrons, parents, staff, girls and guests with tales of her own school days at King’s and how she had listened to Faure’s Requiem while working in the art room on Friday afternoons. It was vital, she said, that each girl was alert to every opportunity as she enjoyed the wonderful education on offer at King’s High. She wants the school community to be unafraid of asking intelligent questions-a skill which furnishes her well-known role as a key presenter with Radio 3. 

Harriet Wells, Phoebe Jeanes and Amy Walsh played and sang beautifully during the course of the simple but impressive opening ceremony. Mrs Jane Marshall spoke of the ‘fizz and sparkle’ that emanate from the art, drama, music and design technology departments at King’s and Mrs Surber of the personal importance of dance and creativity to her. 
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Gaudete! Phoebe and Amy delight their special audience'


The project has cost £3.7 million and has transformed our fondly named ‘St Nic’s’ into a stunning suite of performance and rehearsal rooms for music, dance and drama; classrooms, storerooms and offices; and enhanced art and design and technology facilities. 
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Mrs Jane Marshall, Miss Catherine Bott with the Headmistress


Miss Bott applauded a space that encourages every kind of “hands on, ears on experience”. “Welcome to the business girls!” she concluded as she cut the ribbon and invited sixth formers to talk to her about their own aspirations.

As the guests left, KS3 girls were waiting to come into their space to get down to work, already following the example of our guest of honour: an inspiration, as Rosie Seal said in her Vote of Thanks, to us all. 
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Mrs Surber welcomes the Mayor of Warwick to King's
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Mr Smallwood, Phoebe, Amy, Harriet ,Mrs Jones and Miss Catherine Bott enjoy a moment together




